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ISRAELS LATEST GETAWAYS FLOURISH IN ANCIENT SITES

ROCHELLE LASH

History flourishes throughout
Israel, and many of the country’s
hotels reflect centuries of lore
through astonishing architecture
and gorgeous settings paired
with exciting cuisine and luxuri-
ous hospitality.

“As we mark 75 years of state-
hood in 2023, our heritage is a
living heritage,” said Gal Hana,
Israel’s director of tourism for
Canada. “This latest collection
of hotels is a compelling blend
of Israel’s innovative hospitality
and fascinating multicultural
cuisine.”

Here is a peek at new destina-
tions at sites of Biblical renown,
such as the Negev Desert, the
Dead Sea, Galilee, the Golan
Heights, Jerusalem, Safed, Haifa
and more.

Golan Heights: Pereh Mountain
Resort is an innovative bou-
tique hotel on a vast private
estate built around the ruins of
early 1900s Bauhaus buildings.
“Pereh,” which means “wild”

in Hebrew, refers to the rugged
beauty of the mountains, wa-
terfalls and valleys of the Golan
Heights region.

Rouge, Pereh’s restaurant,
features an extensive wine cellar,
strong on Israeli vintages, and
the regionally inspired gastrono-
my of chef Roee Dori.

The property is lush with
orchards and gardens, and it has
an intimate spa and an important
art collection as well as an out-
door infinity pool with a hot tub.

Heights region, famous for mountains and waterfalls. It's built around the
ruins of 1900s Bauhaus buildings. PEREH MOUNTAIN RESORT

Visionary developer Leo Glaser
worked with the Israel Con-
servation Authority to create
splendid interiors with soaring
ceilings and natural materials
like centuries-old wooden floors
and curved stone walls.

The Golan Heights is known
for its archeology and more
than 60 ancient synagogues
dating to Roman and Byzantine
periods. Pereh is near Yehudiya
Forest Nature Reserve, which
has exceptional hiking, hot-air
balloon rides and jeep tours. The
Shouting Hill is nearby, where
Druze villagers on either side of
the Israeli-Syrian border call out
to each other. (Pereh Mountain
Resort, Ramat HaGolan, pereh.
co.il).

Negev Desert: Six Senses Sha-
harut, a true oasis in the Negev

Desert in southern Israel, is an
ultra-luxe spa with 58 suites and
villas built into a dramatic cliff
overlooking a compelling desert
landscape, once the home of the
ancient Midianite tribe.

This exclusive property
celebrates the rich history of
the Negev with camel rides
and Bedouin-style dining, and
for adventure there’s off-site
mountain hiking and biking, rap-
pelling and off-road riding. (Six
Senses Shaharut, Negev Desert,
sixsenses.com).
Dead Sea: The Hod Dead Sea Ho-
tel, another new, superb wellness
escape, part of the Israel-based
Herbert Samuel chain, has 205
contemporary rooms and villas
at the southern tip of the Dead
Sea. The Hod is waterfront, a
handy location for restorative

dips, plus the spa has a Dead Sea
pool and a sulphur pool, as well
as complete treatments (Hod
Dead Sea Hotel, Ein Bokek,
herbertsamuel.com).

Jerusalem: The new Cassia
Jerusalem, formerly the King
Solomon Hotel, is making its
mark in a hallowed city that is
thousands of years old. Following
athree-year renovation, Cassia
has a trove of multimedia Israeli
art and interesting local cuisine,
including traditional Shabbat
meals. Soon to open are a spa
and rooftop pool. Cassia offers
packages to must-see landmarks
such as the Old City, the Tower
of David, the Israel Museum, the
Museum of Italian Jewish Art
and the Rockefeller Museum.
(Cassia Jerusalem, cassiahotels.
com).

Safed: The Ruth Zefat (Safed)
Hotel, a Dan Hotel, is a 21st-cen-
tury boutique gem on the site

of an 800-year-old Ottoman
structure.

The hotel has a new Muza wine
bar specializing in products from
the Galilee and Golan regions,
plus authentic dishes, desserts
and cheeses.

Safed, at an elevation of more
than 900 metres, is the highest
community in Israel, and Ruth
Zefat, atop a hill, overlooks the
Galilean mountains. With a
history dating to the Crusades
and the Ottoman Empire, Safed
is a centre for mystical Jewish
Kabbalism. (Ruth Zefat, Safed,
danhotels.com)

Haifa: Nestled at the foot of the
breathtaking Baha’i Gardens in
Haifa, the luxurious new Botan-
ica Hotel Fattal Limited Edition
is inspired by the foliage of the
revered UNESCO site. Botanica
is prized for its botanical art,
spa, outdoor swimming pool and

IF YOU GO

Air Canada flies non-stop
from Montreal (YUL-TLV, up
to four times a week) and
Toronto to Tel Aviv (YYZ-TLV,
up to daily, depending on
season). Signature Class has
lie-flat seats.

Israel tourism: goisrael.com.
Some hotels are kosher.

gastronomy.

Botanica overlooks Haifa’s
Louis Promenade and Wadi
Nisnas, a Middle Eastern food
market. (Botanica Hotel Fattal
Limited Edition, Haifa, for ages
16 and over, fattal-hotels.com).
Acre (Akko): Not new, but an
exquisite peek at history, the
precious Efendi Hotel is at the
northern tip of Haifa Bay, nestled
in ancient cobblestone alleys. It’s
a fusion of two Ottoman palaces
rebuilt over eight years into a
dazzling property with a spa and
rooftop views of the Galilee Hills
and the Mediterranean Sea. The
wine cellar dates from the Cru-
sades and dinner is at Uri Buri,
also owned by Uri Jeremias, one
of Israel’s most esteemed chefs
and hoteliers.

Fascinating Acre dates to the
Bronze Age and is one of the
world’s oldest communities. A
Baha’i holy city, it is home to
many cultures. (Efendi Hotel,
Acre, efendi-hotel.co.il).
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